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LABOR AND RACE IN THE 20TH CENTURY UNITED STATES

The rich history of labor activism among Blacks and other workers of color is well documented.  It is also beyond dispute that many white trade unionists embraced racist ideologies and/or excluded workers of color from their labor organizations, especially before 1935.  Even in that period, however, some unions did manage to build working-class unity across racial lines.  Although such cases were exceptional in the early 20th century, they began to multiply in the 1930s as the Congress of Industrial Organizations took shape.  By the end of World War II, union exclusion of workers of color was largely eliminated, although racism persisted in other forms within the labor movement.  The rise of public-sector unionism in the 1960s and 1970s introduced new dynamics, thanks in large part to the influence of the civil rights movement.  

This course will explore the complex interplay of race and class in the 20th century U.S. labor movement through a series of exemplary historical case studies and selected classic and theoretical texts.  The goal is to address the question:  under what conditions has class solidarity prevailed over white supremacy in the U.S. labor movement?  
This is a reading course with a seminar format.  Requirements include:

· Faithful class attendance and active participation in discussion.
· Weekly written reactions to the assigned texts (maximum of 500 words), due 24 hours before each class meeting.  
· Facilitating class discussion on the assigned course readings, starting Sept. 19.  (No reaction paper is required for the week in which a student facilitates.)

· A research paper on a topic related to the course content and approved in advance by the instructor.  This can be an original research paper, a literature review, or a research proposal.  The instructor will schedule meetings to discuss paper topics with each student individually. 
The books by Taylor, Sugrue, Frymer and Rector are available in the GC library as e-books; they are also available for purchase as printed books at all the usual outlets as well as via: http://gc.textbookx.com/institutional/index.php?action=browse#books/3396711/ 

Other readings can be found in the class Dropbox, under author’s last name, at this link:  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2pzwkxzaxxwoc0r/AACzm5_XPItqR_p-hUsM7ODra?dl=0   
Schedule of Class Meetings and Readings
Week 1 (August 29)   Introduction (Overview of the questions the seminar will explore; discussion of course requirements and logistics.)
[no class Sept. 5 – Labor Day]

Week 2 (Sept. 12)   Setting the Stage:  Competing Perspectives and Framing Questions
Readings:  
Eric Arnesen, “Following the Color Line of Labor: Black Workers and the Labor Movement Before 1930,” Radical History Review 55 (1993): 53-87.
Selections from writings of W.E.B. Du Bois, from “The Negro Question in the United States” (1906); “Marxism and The Negro Problem” (1933); and Black Reconstruction in America (1935)
Jake Rosenfeld and Meredith Kleykamp, “Organized Labor and Racial Wage Inequality in the United States,” American Journal of Sociology 117 (2012):  1460-1502.
Week 3 (Sept. 19)   The late 19th Century Legacy of Interracial Unionism
Readings:  
Herbert G. Gutman, “The Negro and the United Mine Workers of America:  The Career and Letters of Richard L. Davis and Something of their Meaning, 1890-1900,” in his Work, Culture, and Society in Industrializing America (Random House, 1976), pp. 121-208
Joseph Gerteis, “The Possession of Civic Virtue:  Movement Narratives of Race and Class in the Knights of Labor,” American Journal of Sociology 108 (2002): 580-615.
[no class Sept. 26 – Rosh Hashanah]

Week 4 (Sept. 29 - Thursday). Exclusionary Unionism in the Early 20th Century AFL
Readings:  


Edna Bonacich, “Advanced Capitalism and Black/White Race Relations in the United States:  A Split Labor Market Interpretation,” American Sociological Review 41 (1976): 34-51.
[readings for Week 4 continue on p. 3]
Marc Karson and Ronald Radosh, “The American Federation of Labor and the Negro Worker, 1894-1949,” in Julius Jacobsen, ed., The Negro and the American Labor Movement (Anchor Books, 1968), pp. 155-87.
Dorothy Sue Cobble, “Pure and Simple Radicalism:  Putting the Progressive Era AFL in Its Time,” Labor:  Studies in Working-Class History of the Americas 10 (2013): 61-87. 
Roger Waldinger and Thomas Bailey, “The Continuing Significance of Race:  Racial Conflict and Racial Discrimination in Construction,” Politics & Society 19 (1991):  291-323.
Week 5 (Oct. 3)
The IWW and Inter-racial Solidarity
Readings:  
Philip Foner, “The IWW and the Black Worker,” The Journal of Negro History 55 (1970):  45-64.
Lisa McGirr, “Black and White Longshoremen in the IWW:  A History of the Philadelphia Marine Transport Workers Industrial Union Local 8,” Labor History 36 (1995):  377-402.
Harold Kimeldorf and Robert Penney, “Excluded by Choice,” International Labor and Working Class History, no. 51 (Spring 1997):  50-71.
Peter Cole, “Philadelphia's Lords of the Docks: Interracial Unionism Wobbly-Style,” The Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 6 (2007): 311-338.

[no class Oct. 10 – “Columbus Day”]
Week 6 (Oct. 17)    Race and the CIO 
Readings:  

Michael Goldfield, “Race and the CIO:  The Possibilities for Racial Egalitarianism during the 1930s and 1940s,” International Labor and Working Class History 44 (Fall 1993): 1-32.

Kevin Boyle, “‘There Are No Union Sorrows that the Union Can’t Heal’:  The Struggle for Racial Equality in the United Automobile Workers, 1940-1960,” Labor History 36 (1995):  5-23. 
[readings for Week 6 continue on p. 4]

Robin D. G. Kelley, “‘We Are Not What We Seem’: Rethinking Black Working-Class Opposition in the Jim Crow South,” Journal of American History 80 (1993): 75-112. 
Bruce Nelson, “Waterfront Unionism and ‘Race Solidarity’:  From the Crescent City to the City of Angels,” in his Divided We Stand:  American Workers and the Struggle for Black Equality (Princeton University Press, 2002), pp. 89-142.

Excerpt from Lizabeth Cohen, Making A New Deal:  Industrial Workers in Chicago,1919-1939 (Cambridge University Press, 1990), pp. 301-60. 
Week 7 (Oct. 24)    Communist-led Unions and Inter-racial Solidarity
Readings:  
Eric Arnesen, “No ‘Graver Danger’:  Black Anticommunism, the Communist Party, and the Race Question,” Labor:  Studies in Working-Class History of the Americas 3 (2008):  13-52.
Maurice Zeitlin and L. Frank Weyher, “Black and White, Unite and Fight’:  Interracial Working-Class Solidarity and Racial Employment Equality,” American Journal of Sociology 107 (2001):  430-67.

Nancy Quam-Wickham, “Who Controls the Hiring Hall?  The Struggle for Job Control in the ILWU during World War II,” in The CIO’s Left-Led Unions, ed. Steve Rosswurm (Rutgers University Press, 1992), pp. 47-67.

Bruce Fehn, “African-American Women and the Struggle for Equality in the Meatpacking Industry,1940-1960,” Journal of Women’s History 10 (1998): 45-69. 
Week 8 (Oct. 31)   Communism, Labor and Race in New York
Readings:  

Clarence Taylor, Reds at the Blackboard:  Communism, Civil Rights and the New York Teachers Union (Columbia University Press, 2011) – entire book
Joshua Freeman, “A Man By the Name of Albert Shanker,” Chapter 13 of his Working Class New York (New Press, 2000), pp. 215-227.
Week 9 (Nov. 7)   Postwar De-Industrialization, Labor and Black Workers
Reading:   

Thomas Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis:  Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton University Press, 1996 edition): Introduction; chapters 1, 4-6; and Conclusion.

Gabriel Winant, The Next Shift: The Fall of Industry and the Rise of Health Care in Rust Belt America (Harvard University Press, 2021): Introduction; chapters 3 and 6.
Week 10 (Nov. 14)      Race and Labor in the Postwar South: The Failure of “Operation



 Dixie”
Readings:  
William P. Jones, “Black Workers and the CIO’s Turn toward Racial Liberalism:  Operation Dixie and the North Carolina Lumber Industry, 1946-1953,” Labor History 41(2000): 279-306.

Michael Goldfield, “Introduction” and chapter 7 of his The Southern Key (Oxford University Press 2020), pp. 1-13, 288-330,
Week 11 (Nov. 21)   Labor and the Civil Rights Movement
Readings:  
Robert Korstad and Nelson Lichtenstein, “Opportunities Lost and Found: Labor, Radicals and the Early Civil Rights Movement,” Journal of American History 75 (1988): 786-811.

Larry Isaac, Steve McDonald and Greg Lukasik, “’Takin’ It from the Streets:  How the Sixties Mass Movement Revitalized Unionization,” American Journal of Sociology 112 (2006):  46-96.
Joseph E. Hower, “A Threshold Moment”: Public-Sector Organizing and Civil Rights Unionism in the Postwar South,” in Reconsidering Southern Labor History Book Subtitle: Race, Class, and Power, eds. Matthew Hild and Keri Leigh Merritt (University Press of Florida), pp. 205-230.
Week 12 (Nov. 28) Race and Public-Sector Unionism
Readings:  

Joseph A. McCartin, “Bringing the State's Workers in: Time to Rectify an Imbalanced US Labor Historiography,” Labor History, 47 (2006): 73-94.
Jasmine Kerrisey and Nathan Meyers, “Public-Sector Unions as Equalizing Institutions:  Race, Gender, and Earnings,” ILR Review Published online Nov. 2021.  doi:  10.1177/00197939211056914
Virginia Parks, “Revisiting Shibboleths of Race and Urban Economy:  Black Employment in Manufacturing and the Public Sector Compared, Chicago 1950-2000,” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 35 (2011): 110-29.
Week 13 (Dec. 5)   Union Decline, Race and Politics 
Reading:  

Paul Frymer, Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton University Press, 2008) – entire book.
Week 14 (Dec. 11)   Labor, Race and Environmental Justice
Reading:  

Josiah Rector, Toxic Debt:  An Environmental Justice History of Detroit (University of North Carolina Press, 2022) – entire book.
FINAL PAPERS DUE by 5 pm on December 19 (by email).
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